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So long as you have a good library and the instinct for 
reading, those two things will save your soul alive, however 
much your education was neglected. 

—Strachey, American soundings 
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EDITORIALS 


The annual conference of the A. L. 
A. will be held in Toronto, June 
20-26, 1927. 


Toronto is the home of the presi- 
dent, George H. Locke. Headquar- 
ters and all meetings will be at 
the University. 


In addition to the hotels, arrange- 
ments have been made to house 650 
women delegates in the University 
residences. $20.00 includes room and 
meals from Monday noon, June 20, 
to breakfast Saturday, June 25. A 
similar residence at same rates is 
available for men. 


The program has been outlined 
with special interest for assistants. 
Among other fine addresses there will 
be one by Christopher Morley before 
the Lending section. 


There are special railroad rates of 
one and a half fares round trip on 
the certificate plan. Certificates may 
be secured from the A. L. A. office in 
Chicago. The rate from Chicago to 
Toronto direct is $26.57 and via Nia- 
gara Falls, $30.17. Pullman fares are, 
lower, $5.63; upper, $4.50. <A spe- 
cial train will leave Chicago via the 
Grand Trunk at 5 p. m. Sunday, June 
19th. Reservations should be made 
with Mr. John F. Phelan, Chicago 
Publie Library, before June 10th. 


The nominating committee of the 
A. L. A. of which Martha Wilson, 
librarian, Lincoln Library, Spring- 
field, is a member, has placed the fol- 
lowing Illinois librarians in nomina- 
tion for office for the ensuing year— 
for president, Carl B. Roden; for 
trustee for the endowment fund, 
Harry A. Wheeler of the Union 
Trust Company, Chicago; for a mem- 
ber of the executive board, Louise B. 
Krause, librarian, H. M. Byllesby 
and Company, Chicago. 


In the statistics on the growth of 
publie library service by states, pub- 
lished by the N. E. A. from figures 
furnished by the A. L. A., there was 
an error in thé: figures: ‘for HMlincis, 
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1924 statistics were used in place of 
1925, as were used for other states. 

The total expenditures were $2,- 
576,929, or 48 cents per capita, in 
place of 38 cents as reported. Books 
circulated per capita were 3 in place 
of 2.9. 


The figures for 1926 are given in 


this number. 


There are still frequent requests 
coming to the Library Extension Di- 
vision asking how communities may 
secure aid from the Carnegie Corpor- 
ation for a local library building. 

The Carnegie Corporation is no 
longer giving money for such pur- 


poses. The last building to be erected | 


from such a gift is the Carpenter 
Branch library at St. Louis. The 
promise of the donation was made 
many years previously. 


The Bulletin of the A. L. A. con- 
tains a column with Facts for Trus- 
tees. 

There are 1925 trustees administer- 
ing the 251 public libraries in IIli- 
nois. What an impetus could be 
given to the development of these 
libraries if all the trustees were mem- 
bers of the A. L. A. and were regu- 
larly receiving and reading these 
facts. 

The membership fee is $2.00 which 
includes ten numbers of the Bulletin. 
$4.00 includes the additional Hand- 
book and Proceedings of the annual 
conference. 


Reasons Why Trustees Should Join 
the A. L. A. 


Because it is the official organiza- 
tion of libraries and of the library 
profession of the United States and 
Canada. 

Because there are 50,000,000 people 
in the United States and Canada 
without library service and only 
organized effort can reach them. 

Because the A. L. A. Bulletin 
which goes to all members helps a 
trustee to keep abreast of the times in 
library activities. 

: :Bevausé it maintains a free employ- 
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ment bureau through which libra- 
rians and library assistants may be 
obtained. 

Because it issues many publications 
which help libraries to save time and 
money. 

Because it maintains a free ad- 
visory bureau where information and 
advice may be secured about almost 
every phase of library work. 

Because it holds annual conferences 
which afford an opportunity for in- 
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members of the library profession 
from all parts of the world. 

Because it is striving for the exten- 
sion and improvement of library ser- 
vice everywhere. 

Because the price of membership is 
merely nominal and the Association 
needs the support of every one in- 
terested in libraries. 

Because every trustee owes a duty 
to the national as well as to the local 














spirational, personal contact with library movement. 
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This is the 12th year the regional 
library conferences have been held 
under the direction of the Library 
Extension Division. 


Twelve regional library conferences 
were held in March and April. The 
total attendance was much larger 
than for any previous year, almost 
one hundred more than for the 16 
meetings last year. 18 more public 
libraries were also represented. 

_ The program for all the meetings 
included the following topics: 
Roll Call—Best work done during the 
year, or present chief problem. 
New library publications 
A. L. A. Catalog, 1926 
Libraries and adult education 


Library extension 

Survey of libraries in the U. S. 
Telford Classification of library personnel 
H. W. Wilson publications: 

Index of songs and other indexes. 


Standard catalog for High School 
libraries. 


Children’s catalog supplement. 
Sears: Subject headings for small 
libraries, 2d ed. 


Message from the State Association. 
Most effective unit for library service. 


Opportunities for professional training— 
Schools, classes, scholarships. 


New books: 
Non-fiction, fiction, juveniles. 


Circulation statistics in relation to the 
opportunities of the library. 


Special collections in local libraries. 
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The roll call served not only as an 
introduction but was also a means 
by which everyone present took part 
in the discussion. It also brought out 
the many and various results of the 
year’s work; rearrangement of space 
in buildings so that more room could 
be devoted to children; opening of 
youths rooms for junior and senior 
high school use; new contacts with 
schools ; specially planned story hours 
or group readings; new stations and 
branches, study groups and lectures 
for adult readers. 

Several additional speakers added 
interest to the program. Emily V. D. 
Miller, editor-in-chief of the A. L. A. 
publications, spoke before the Wauke- 
gan conference on the A. L. A. pub- 
lications, giving a detailed account of 
the compilation of the Booklist and all 
the various publications. She men- 
tioned the advantages of a standing 
order for A. L. A. publications. 
Zaidee Vosper of the A. L. A. office 
spoke on the same topic at one other 
meeting. 

Julia Wright Merrill, executive as- 
sistant, A. L. A. Library Extension 
Committee, spoke on the most effec- 
tive unit for library service, stressing 
the county library idea. Anna M. 
Stahl told of the Grange in Illinois 
and the need of books and libraries 
among rural people. Mrs. Eugene 
Funk represented the Woman’s Home 
Bureau and made a plea for books 
and reading opportunities for the 
farm women and children. Edna 
Walls, specialist in child care and 
training of the Home Economies Ex- 
tension Service of the University of 
Illinois, who has been so successful in 
establishing clubs among rural women 
for the study of the preschool child, 
gave her views on the need for books 
in rural sections of the state. 

Lucile Fargo, assistant to the A. L. 
A. Board of Education for Librarian- 
ship, and formerly librarian of a high 
school library, Spokane, Washington, 
presented the subject of school 
libraries in such a delightful manner 
that librarians of public libraries 
might be forgiven for entertaining 
for the moment the thought of chang- 
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ing over to the school branch of 
library service. 

Anne Boyd, assistant professor, 
University of Illinois Library School, 
spoke on circulation statistics in rela- 
tion to the opportunities of the 
library. Two students, under Miss 
Boyd’s direction, have compiled some 
very interesting tables which have 
added another confirmation of the 
surveys made by Vilda Beem, librar- 7 
ian of the Ottawa public library, and 7 
by Anna May Price, superintendent © 


of the Library Extension Division. © 
The facts brought out by these om | 


veys are that a relatively small num- | 
ber of registered borrowers make any ~ 
great use of their cards; that the” 
largest number of non-fiction and 


standard fiction is read by students as © 


part of required assignments. To” 


recognize these problems is to find a _ 
solution of them. 


The subject of opportunities for 7 
professional library training, as pre- | 
sented by Grace Walker, is printed in | 
full in this number. 

Mr. Ewing, chairman of the legisla- | 
tive committee of the I. L. A. ex- 7 
plained the library bill which is be- | 
fore the General Assembly. Mr. | 
Ewing asked for the active support of 7 
the bill by all librarians and trustees, | 
since the increase in the tax rate is a 7 
permissive measure only. Those | 
libraries which have sufficient income ~ 
will not need to levy a larger tax than | 
they have at present. However, | 
there are libraries for which the | 
present rate is not enough. It will be | 
necessary to curtail their service if” 
the bill does not pass. 

The message from the state asso- 
ciation was given by Harriet Skogh, 
president, and by Mildred Towers, 


Blanche Gray, Gertrude Moller, Belle 4 


Steuernagel, Lucile Nordyke, and | 
Mrs. Errett. Each made an appeal 
for membership in the I. L. A. and 
for support of the library bill. 

The success of the conferences at 
Paris, Harrisburg, Edwardsville and 
Salem was due in a great measure to 
Effie Lansden, who so ably led in the 
discussions. 


The last hour of every conference 


id 
> 
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was given over to book talks. The 
number of titles brought out and the 
general way in which most people 
took part in the discussion was a good 
indication of the varied and extensive 
reading of the librarians. One of the 
best lists of children’s books was made 
out by Nina Russell, children’s librar- 
ian of the Paris public library. 
Field—Alphabet book, 


Miln—Fourteen songs from “When we 
were very young.” 
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Lindsay—Toy shop. 

Chrisman—Shen of the sea. 
Phillips—Sally Waters. 

Tee-Van—Red howling monkey. 
Moses—Another treasury of plays. 
Gardiner and Osborne—Father’s gone 
a-whaling. 

Miln—Winnie the pooh. 
Putnam—David’s gone to Greenland. 
Rush—More Aladdins and their magic. 
Hammond—A magician of science. 
Thompson—Silver pennies. 





PROFESSIONAL TRAINING* 
Its Necessity and Advantages. 
By F. Grace Walker, Reference Librarian, General Division, State Library. 


The other day as I was looking 
through a book on vocational educa- 
tion, I saw a picture which seemed to 
me an excellent illustration for the 
subject of professional training. In 
the picture were two children, both 
of whom were blindfolded. On the 
blindfold was inscribed the word: 
Ignorance. The children were trying 
to find on a near-by table a box which 
contained Success. But the bandage 
hindered them and they were group- 
ing blindly. Education in the form 
of a young woman was behind them 
and in the act of removing the band- 
age from the eyes of the children. 
With the removal of Ignorance the 
path of Success was straight and easy 
to find. I am not sure just what 
moral Little Benny of Note Book 
fame would draw from the picture, 
but he might be tempted to say: 
‘*Wich poberly proves that it’s no 
fun to play Blind man’s buff any- 
ways!’’ And we agree with him. It 
is no fun to try to find Success if 
we are handicapped by the blindfold 
of Ignorance. 

There is at present a remarkable in- 
crease in the demand of librarians 
and library boards for trained librar- 
ians. They are not satisfied merely 
to serve the insatiable public, but 
wish to serve it most effectively, in 
the best possible way; and most ex- 
peditiously, with the minimum of 
time expended and the maximum of 


knowledge at hand. There is also a 
decided tendency among library ad- 
ministrators to value highly formal 
education, familiarity with foreign 
languages, and a knowledge of library 
methods and practices. We librarians 
need to have the system of daily 
routine at our finger’s tips, doing our 
work almost automatically and with 
little need of conscious effort in order 
to save what little gray matter we 
have for critical problems and crea- 
tive work. Professional training will 
undoubtedly help us here. 
According to a *recent book on Li- 
brary personnel there are certain 
qualifications for all librarians: 


Education. 

Library training. 

Library experience. 

Abstract intelligence. 

Social intelligence. 

Knowledge of library organiza- 

tion and work (general and special). 
7. Personal traits. 


8. Other qualifications (accuracy, 
tact, patience, good judgment). 

In addition to these there are pre- 
supposed honesty, sobriety, industry 
and last yet almost most important, 
a sense of order for God pity the 
poor librarian without a sense of or- 
der! 

Out of the eight qualifications listed 
there are four which are benefited by 


(2 gh fo 


* Proposed classification and compensation plans for library positions. 
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or dependent on library training. 
Education certainly includes library 
education. JLibrary training is se- 
cured in library schools. Social in- 
telligence, which is ‘‘the ability to 
make adjustments to new situations 
involving contact with other people’’ 
is undoubtedly benefited by the so- 
cial contacts of library schools. And 
we attend library schools in order to 
gain the knowledge of library organ- 
ization and work which is so im- 
portant. All these are needed to 
make the ‘‘ perfect librarian’’; and if 
by attending a professional school we 
can develop or nurture these qualifi- 
cations in ourselves, it may behoove 
us to go. 

So we go! And we stay for six 
or eight weeks in a summer school, or 
a year in a library school; spend from 
$100 to $1,000 of our hard-earned or 
borrowed money; experience frantic 
hours and sleepless nights at examin- 
ation and report times; and in the 
end achieve a certificate or a diploma! 
What good has it done us? What 
good are we going to do with it? 

It has certainly added to our edu- 
cation, our experience, our training 
and our social contacts. It has pro- 
vided us with a knowledge of library 
books and tools, library organization, 
methods and service. It has given us 
confidence in our training and our 
ability to serve. It has put us in line 
for better positions under better 
working conditions, with increased 
salary and wider opportunity for 
work and promotion. 

What can we do with it? Per- 
sonally, we can serve our public more 
intelligently and more speedily. We 
have created higher standards for 
ourselves. For the profession, our 
training will assist in standardizing 
positions, work and salary because of 
the uniformity of education. It will 
help to equalize the ratio between the 
salary received and the value of the 
work rendered. It will stimulate a 
general increase in salary schedules 
and in professional standing. Will 
that pay? Surely. 

The questions then arise: ‘‘ Where 
shall we go? How shall we go? If 
we haven’t the money, let us borrow. 


| Many do. 
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Very few of us are like 
the librarian, who after working 
twenty-five years, was worth $50,000. 
When asked how she accomplished it, 
she answered, ‘‘ Well, a rich relative 
of mine died leaving me $49,999, and 
that, with the dollar which I had suce- 


ceeded in saving, made the $50,000.” § 


For those who have no rich relatives 
who conveniently die, we must borrow 
and go. But it pays. For with the 
increased salary securable after a 
year at library school, we are able to 


pay back in a surprisingly short time [| 
It is a real ad- 7 


our debts of $1,000. 
vantage—the increased salary! 


The answer to Where shall we go? i 


is twofold. We can go to summer 


school sessions or to an accredited 7 


library school for a winter’s work. 


Three summer schools suitable for © 


Illinois librarians are to be consid- 


ered: Wisconsin and Columbia, with © 


sessions of six weeks each, and [lli- 
nois with a session of eight weeks. 
These library summer schools give 
short courses in library administra- 


tion, cataloging, reference work and | 


work with children. The work they 
offer affords only a cursory knowl- 
edge of library processes and in no 
way takes the place of the work 
given in the winter schools. No credit 


is allowed in a standard school for = 
work done in the six weeks’ summer | 


school; and usually only a eard list- 
ing the courses taken, or a certificate 
of work done is granted at the end 
of the session. 


in times of need. 


Of the standard library schools f 


there are several middle western and 
eastern schools which attract librar- 
ians from Illinois. Simmons College 
at Boston, Drexel Institute at Phila- 
delphia, Western Reserve at Cleve- 
land, Pratt Institute at Brooklyn, 
Carnegie Library School at Pitts- 
burgh, Columbia University at New 
York, Wisconsin University at Madi- 
son, and the University of Illinois at 


However, for those — 
who have a short time only for li- 7 
brary training or who are not educa- [| 
tionally equipped for admission to a | 
standard school, these schools pro- 7 
vide the rudiments of library meth- © 
ods and policies, and furnish first aid 
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Urbana, with tuition and other fees 
varying from $150 to $300, gives 
diplomas or certificates for the satis- 
factory completion of a year’s work. 
For a two years’ course in library 
schools the degree of Bachelor of 
Library Science is granted. Most of 
the schools demand a college diploma, 
though several admit applicants with 
from one or three years of college 
work plus library experience and sub- 
ject to an examination. The founda- 
tion of professional training is un- 
questionably a college education ; and 
a college course supplemented by 
library school training makes possible 
to a librarian real service and achieve- 
ment. 

The American Library Association 
Board of Education for Librarianship 
announces a number of scholarships 
and fellowships open to librarians 
who have had special training or ex- 
perience and who wish to pursue ad- 
vanced study in library science or 
wish to engage in research work. 
These scholarships are offered by ten 
different foundations or institutions 
and provide amounts varying from 
$200 to a possible $5,000. A com- 
plete list of these with all the details 
will be found in the January Ist, 1927 
issue of the Library Journal. 

Our ‘‘ perfect librarian’’ now has at 
hand library education, experience 
and training. What is the sequel? 
There is a new day coming, they say! 
Our efforts are to be appreciated and 
properly valued! Relative to this 
there has recently been published a 
book which provides for us a great 
step forward, giving as it does a 
classification and compensation sys- 
tem as a guide for the profession. It 
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is the ‘‘Proposed classification and 
compensation plans for library posi- 
tions,’’ published by the Bureau of 
public personnel administration at 
Washington, D. C. 1927. 

This book will serve, among its many 
uses, three distinct purposes; those of 
standardization, of employment re- 
quirements, and of individual ana- 
lysis. It will be invaluable as a 
system of standardization of positions, 
duties, grades and salaries of librar- 
ians. It will be useful to librarians 
and library boards and trustees as a 
method for checking personal qualifi- 
cations, educational demands and ap- 
propriate compensation in securing 
employees. And it will be the means 
for us as individuals to check up on 
our own positions. Are we advancing 
or not? Are we eligible for the 
next position or grade? We know 
there are certain requirements 
needed to fill certain positions, and 
we can therefore, with this as a 
guide, prepare ourselves intelligently 
for advancement and promotion. 

The book provides a suggestive 
working basis for salaries as follows: 
$1,200 as a minimum for a Junior as- 
sistant; $1,620 as a minimum for a 
Senior assistant, one just out of col- 
lege and with no experience; $1,980 
as a maximum for Senior assistant; 
and $10,000 as the highest rate paid 
to a single librarian. With this as 
a start in a salary schedule, based on 
definite educational and personal re- 
quirements, we can see the great pos- 
sibilities and opportunities ahead of 
those who are really interested and 
ambitious in our profession. Let us 
do the best we can! We do not want 
to fall by the wayside in our search 
for service and success! 


* Read before the Regional Library Conference, Springfield, Ill., April, 1927. 





ILLINOIS LIBRARY BILLS. 


The library bill, Senate Bill No. 
244, which was introduced into the 
Senate March 29, passed the Senate 
April 21. It is now on the calendar 
for third reading in the House. 

The bill was formulated by the 
legislative committee of the Illinois 
Library Association, of which Mr. 
Spencer Ewing, president of the 


Bloomington library board, is ithe 
chairman. 
The bill amends the library act in 


two important features. The first is 
the increase in the tax rate for city, 
village, incorporated towns and town- 
ship libraries from 1.8 mills to 2.5 
mills. 

Thirty libraries are supporting this 
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increase. These libraries represent 
the state as a whole, though most of 
them are near Chicago where the pop- 
ulation has increased far faster than 
the assessed valuation. People are 
moving out into these resident dis- 
tricts and commuting to Chicago. It 
is impossible for the libraries to serve 
the increasing public on the present 
tax basis. 

The increase in the rate, should it 
become a law, does not automatically 
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raise the library tax for every library. 
It is a permissive measure only. Each 
city, town or village must act indi- 
vidually to secure any change in the 
tax rate. 

The other important part of the 
bill is the clause which will permit 
municipal libraries to contract with 
near-by libraries for library service 
and will also make it possible for two 
or more village, towns and townships 
to unite in a common library. 


Senate Bill No. 244. 


For an Act to amend Sections 1, 10, and 
11 of “An Act to authorize cities, villages, 
incorporated towns and townships to es- 
tablish and maintain free public libraries 
and reading rooms.” approved March 7, 
1872, as amended. 

Be it enacted by the People of the State 
of Illinois, represented in the General 
Assembly: 


Section 1. Sections 1, 10 and 11 of 
“An Act to authorize cities, villages, in- 
corporated towns and townships to estab- 
lish and maintain free public libraries 
and reading rooms,” approved March 7, 
1872, as amended, are amended to read 
as follows: 


Section 1. That the city council of 
each incorporated city, whether organized 
under general law or special charter, 
shall have power to establish and main- 
tain a public library and reading room 
for the use and benefit of the inhabitants 
of such city, and may levy a tax of not 
to exceed two and one-half mills on the 
dollar annually, on all the taxable prop- 
erty in the city: Provided, that in cities 
of over one hundred thousand inhabitants, 
such tax shall not exceed one mill on the 
dollar annually for maintenance and oper- 
ation and an additional tax of two-tenths 
of a mill on the dollar annually for the 
purchase of sites and buildings and for 
the construction and equipment of build- 
ings, for library purposes, such tax to be 
levied and collected in like manner with 
the general taxes of said city, and to be 
known as a library fund: Provided, that 
said library taxes shall be in addition to 
all other taxes or tax rates authorized to 
be levied by any city, village or incorpo- 
rated town or other taxing authority and 
shall not be subject to reduction under 
the provisions of an Act entitled ‘An Act 
concerning the levy and extension of 
taxes,’ approved May 9, 1901, in force 
July 1, 1901, as subsequently amended, 
nor be a part of the taxes making up the 
aggregate which determines the rate of 
reduction under said Act, nor a part of 
the taxes making up the rate prescribed 
as the limit of reduction under said Act, 
nor a part of the taxes. making up any 


rate prescribed as a limitation on the 
amount of taxes any city, village, incor. 
porated town or other taxing authority 
may levy. 

Sec. 10. When fifty legal voters of any 
incorporated town, village or township 
shall present a petition to the clerk of the 
town, village or township (or trustee of 
schools in counties not under township 
organization) asking that an annual tax 
may be levied for the establishment and 
maintenance of a free public library in 
such town, village or township, and shall 
specify in their petition a rate of taxa- 
tion not to exceed two and one-half mills 
on the dollar, such clerk (or trustee of 
schools in counties not under township 
organization) shall, in the next legal 
notice of the regular annual election, in 
such town, village or township, or of a 
specia] election called for that purpose, 
give notice that at such election every 
elector may vote “for a............ mill tax for 
a free public library,” or “against a 
senna mill tax for a free public library,” 
specifying in such notice the rate of tax- 
ation mentioned in said petition; and if 
the majority of all the votes cast in such 
town, village or township shall be “For” 
the tax for the free public library, the 
tax specified in such notice shall be levied 
and collected in like manner with other 
general taxes of said town, village or 
township, and shall be known as the “Li- 
brary Fund:” Provided, that such tax be 
in addition to all other taxes or tax rates 
authorized to be levied by any incorpo- 
rated town, village, township or other 
taxing authority and shall not be sub- 
ject to reduction under the provisions of 
an Act entitled “An Act concerning the 
levy and extension of taxes,” approved 
May 9, 1901, as amended, nor be a part 
of the taxes making up the aggregate 
which determines the rate of reduction 
under said Act, nor a part of the taxes 
making up the rate prescribed as the limit 
of reduction under said Act, nor a part of 
the taxes making up any rate prescribed 
as a limitation on the amount of taxes any 
village, incorporated town or township or 
any other taxing authority may levy: Pro- 


: 


11: 
12: 
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vided, that such tax shall cease in case 
the legal voters of such town, village or 
township shall so determine by a major- 
ity vote, at any annual election held 
therein; and the corporate authorities 
of such towns, villages or townships may 
exercise the same powers conferred upon 
the corporate authorities of cities under 
this Act: And, provided, further, that 
whenever the petition, signed and filed 
with such clerk (or trustee of schools 
in counties not under township organiza- 
tion) as above provided, shall request 
the holding of a special election for the 
purpose of voting upon the proposition 
of authorizing the levy of said specified 
tax for a free public library, such clerk 
(or trustee of schools) shall promptly 
call such election in the manner provided 
by law for the calling of elections in such 
village, town or township. 

Sec. 11. At the next regular election 
after any town, village or township shall 
have voted to establish a free public 
library, there shall be elected a library 
board of six directors, one-third for one 
year, one-third for two years, one-third 
for three years, and annually thereafter 
there shall be elected two directors who 
shall hold their office for three years and 
until their successors are elected and 
qualified, which board shall have the 
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same powers as are by this Act conferred 
upon the board of directors of free public 
libraries in cities and may contract with 
any lawfully incorporated library associa- 
tion or any municipal library board in the 
State of Illinois for library service, and 
provided further that said board may 
join with the board or boards of any 
one or more libraries of any town, vil- 
lage, or township for the maintenance of 
a common library for such towns, vil- 
lages or townships upon such terms as 
may be agreed upon by and between the 
said boards: Provided, that the village 
council or board of trustees of any such 
village, or clerk of any such town or town- 
ship, (or trustee of schools in counties not 
under township organization) may call 
a special election for the election of such 
first library board of six directors, after 
such town, village or township shal] 
have voted to establish a free public 
library: Provided, further, that any per- 
son in said respective villages or town- 
ships authorized by law to vote at school 
elections, may be voted for and shall be 
eligible to hold the said office of direct- 
ors: Provided, further, that in villages 
under the commission form of govern- 
ment a library board of six directors shall 
be appointed by the mayor by and with 
the consent of the commissioners. 





LIBRARY INSTITUTE. 


The A. L. A. will hold one of the 
regional library institutes at St. 
Louis, May 31-June 9, 1927. 

Mrs. Harriet P. Sawyer will be the 
director. 

A cordial invitation is extended to 
all library trustees, librarians, and 
assistants. If possible, attend the en- 
tire period; if not, select the sessions 
which are of special interest. The 
meetings will be held in the audi- 
torium of the Cabanne Branch 
library, Cabanne and Union avenues. 


PROGRAM 
TUESDAY, MAY 31 


9:00 Standards of books for children. 
Miss Power 


10:00 Art subjects for the story hour. 
Miss Powell 


Books for older girls. Miss Power 
WEDNESDAY, JUNE 1 
9:00 Child psychology. Dr. McGeoch 


11:00 


10:00 Work with children in the small 

library. Miss Power 
11:00 Publicity. Mr. Compton 
12:00 Publicity. (Round Table.) 


Mr. Compton 


THURSDAY, JUNE 2 
9:00 Child psychology. Dr. McGeoch 


10:00 School libraries; a phase of li- 
brary extension. Miss Wilson 


Illustrative material for the small 
library. Miss Douglas 


School libraries. (2) Miss Wilson 


FRIDAY, JUNE 3 
9:00 Child psychology. Dr. McGeoch 


10:00 Poetry for children. 
Miss Hazeltine 


Extension work. Miss Merrill 


Extension work. (Round Table.) 
Miss Merrill 


SATURDAY, JUNE 4 


9:00 Work with children. (Round 
Table.) Miss Hazeltine 


Question box. Miss Morey 
Circulation problems. Mr. Balz 


MONDAY, JUNE 6 
9:00 The extension work of State 
Library Commissions. 
Miss Morey 
The library and the community. 
Dr. Bostwick 
Adult education. Mr. Dickerson 
Adult education. (Round Table.) 
Mr. Dickerson 


1_:00 


12:00 


11:00 
12:00 


10:00 
11:00 


10:00 


11:00 
12:00 
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TUESDAY, JUNE 7 
Recent reference aids. Mrs. Drury 


Educational movements of inter- 
est to librarians. Dr. Charters 


Book selection: Poetry. Miss Doud 


Educational movements of inter- 
est to librarians. (2) 
Dr. Charters 
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WEDNESDAY, JUNE 8 
Book selection: Modern drama. 
Miss Doane 
Work with the blind. Mr. Endicott 
THURSDAY, JUNE 9 


Book selection for the small 
library. Miss Vinton 
The public document as a refer- 
ence aid. Miss Moody 
Book selection: Fiction. 
Dr. Bostwick 


9:00 
11:00 
9:00 
10:00 
11:00 





ANNUAL MEETING OF THE AMERICAN ASSOCIATION 
FOR ADULT EDUCATION. 


The second annual meeting of the 
American Association for adult edu- 
cation was held in Cleveland, May 
16-18. 

The advisability of such an organi- 
zation had its embryo in 1924 when 
the Carnegie Foundation sponsored a 
survey of existing adult educational 
enterprises, with the aim of establish- 
ing a means of unifying and making 
cooperative all such agencies of a com- 
munity, if a sentiment and need for 
it existed. In 1925 and 1926 the 


idea was developed by the discus- 
sions of leading representatives of 


colleges and universities, libraries, 
museums, social and _ business 
institutions in five regional con- 
ferences held in New York, Chicago, 
Cleveland, Nashville, and San Fran- 
cisco, and resulted in an expression 
for the formation of an organization 
whose purpose would be ‘‘not to cen- 
tralize, standarize or impose uni- 
formity, but to serve as a clearing 
house of information and ideas, a cen- 
ter of discussion, and a repository of 
the records and practices of the pro- 
fession.’’ 

The executive board of eighteen 
members, whose director is Morse A. 
Cartwright, with offices at 41 East 
42d Street, New York City, has now 
been active one year, and prepared a 
most comprehensive program in har- 


mony with the purposes of the or- 
ganization. 


In addition to reports of officers 
and standing committees and discus- 
sion of the affairs of the Association, 
it included many addresses centering 


around the subject of community or- 
ganization in adult education. 


General consideration of the sub- 
ject was given in three addresses: 
‘‘The menace of leisure’’, by Presi- 
dent J. B. Cutten of Colgate Uni- 
versity; ‘‘The university extension 
ideal,’’ by President John M. Thomas 
of Rutgers University, and ‘‘The 
ability of adults to learn,’’ by Pro- 
fessor E. L. Thorndike of Teachers 
College, Columbia University. 

Urban and rural problems occu- 
pied one session at which John W. 
Herring of the Federal Council of 
Churches of Christ in America de- 
scribed urban community cooperative 
projects, and President K. L. Butter- 
field of Michigan State College, spoke 
on ‘‘Rural community organization.’’ 
In addition President W. D. Scott of 
Northwestern University spoke on 


‘“‘The future relations of universities ~ 


and adult education.”’ 

One session was devoted to talks by 
those active in Cleveland Community © 
organization, F. A. Whiting, director © 


of the Cleveland Museum, on ‘‘The | 


Cleveland conference of educational 
cooperation’’; ‘‘Participation of a 
university in adult education,’’ by 7 
President Robert E. Vinson of West- | 
ern Reserve University; ‘‘A self | 
study of adult education activities © 
and needs’’, by E. K. Matson, direc- 
tor of the Cleveland foundation, and 
a description of the aims of the Cleve- 
land Education Extension Council by | 
its president, Rev. Joel B. Hayden. 

Two addresses were arranged for a | 
public session. They were by New- 





rities © 
iree- | 


and 
leve- 
il by 
en. 


for a | 


New- 


January-April, 1927] 


ton D. Baker, former Secretary of 
War on ‘‘Adult education from the 
standpoint of good citizenship’’ and 
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‘‘Adult education in science’’ by 
Edwin C. Slosson, Director of Science 
Service. 





WOODROW WILSON PRIZE ESSAY AWARDS. 


The Library Extension Division is 
very willing to loan its books by and 
about Woodrow Wilson to any library 
or individual of the state wishing to 
contest for one of the prize essay 
awards offered by the Woodrow Wil- 
son Foundation. The Division con- 
siders the project worthy of the as- 
sistance and cooperation of the 
libraries of the state in publicity and 
library service. 

Any young man or young woman 
between the ages of twenty and 
thirty-five, or an organization whose 


members are within these ages, is 
eligible for one of two awards of 
$25,000. They are to be given for the 
best 2,500 word essay on ‘‘ What 
Woodrow Wilson Means to Me.’’ The 
sole aim is to bring Woodrow Wil- 
son’s ideals before the young people 
of America. 

Complete announcement of the con- 
tests, including Rules for Contestants, 
may be obtained in poster form from 
the Woodrow Wilson Foundation, 17 
East Forty-second Street, New York 
City, New York. 





NEW A.L. A. PUBLICATION. 


‘*A list of Swedish Books, 1875- 
1925’? compiled by Aksel G. S. 
Josephson is a new A. L. A. publica- 
tion, price 75 cents. It is a well 
selected list prepared to meet the 
needs of American libraries for books 
in the Swedish language. 

The arrangement is in two parts, 
each having about 500 titles in classi- 
fied order. Part I represents chiefly 
poetry, drama, fiction and essays of 
the Swedish national literature of the 
last fifty years. Earlier authors are 


included to some extent in Antholo- 
gies and Collections. Part II gives 
books about Swedish affairs and con- 
ditions, and about the life and cus- 
toms of the Swedish people, mainly 
during the nineteenth and twentieth 
centuries. 

The list will be very useful in book 
selection for immigrants from 
Sweden, students of Swedish litera- 
ture, and business people desiring in- 
formation about commerce, industry 
and natural resources of Sweden. 





SCHOOL AND PUBLIC LIBRARY CO-OPERATION. 


By Ida Faye Wright, Librarian, Public Library, Evanston. 


The newer methods of education 
have brought about problems new 
alike to schools and to public libraries. 


When certain works were used as 
text-books and the requirements of 
the schools limited to the vocabulary 
and information found in these text- 
books, it was a comparatively simple 
matter for schools and public li- 
braries to define the scope of work of 
which each might take charge with 
its tax funds. 


It was then mutually agreed that 
the schools should provide all text and 


reference books, the public library 
should provide books for the child’s 
all round reading. 


According to present methods, if a 
text-book is used at all it is read only 
once and additional practice and 
facts must be gained from many other 
volumes so that each child may re- 
port on a different phase of the sub- 
ject or have a different story to tell 
the class. 

Such volumes are of the type which 
the public library has included in 
limited numbers in its collections, for 
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they fall into the category of ‘‘am- 
plifiers’’, books which tend to enlarge 
the child’s all round viewpoint. 

Having learned that such books, so 
valuable to the modern methods of 
teaching, may be secured at the public 
library, the teachers in increasing 
numbers are requesting classroom 
collections and sending their pupils to 
the library for books of a certain type 
sufficient to provide each child in the 
room with a different title. 

The Public Library, interested as 
it is in promoting all round reading 
among children, has stretched numer- 
ous points to try to supply this de- 
mand from its collection during the 
experimental stage. It realized that 
until such methods could be tested 
out, it would be very expensive for 
the School authorities both in initial 
cost and especially in labor involved 
in ordering and record keeping to 
stock the hundreds of titles neces- 
sary to adequately carry on the school 
work were such methods not found 
to be of sufficient value to adopt 
permanently. 

The city-wide adoption of these 
methods seems to indicate that they 
have passed beyond the experimental 
stage and have brought with them a 
broader interpretation of what con- 
stitutes text-books. 

As it has not been within the range 
of a public library to provide text- 
books, so it is equally outside its 
province to fulfill the present re- 
quests for books sufficient in numbers 
so that each child may have in class a 
library book to be used for practice 
reading. 

This problem is not merely local, it 
is one which confronts every system 
which has adopted advanced educa- 
tional methods. 

Some states, notably New York, re- 
quire that each school of 500 pupils 
or over shall maintain its own circu- 
lating library in the school and em- 
ploy a trained librarian. 
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Gary, Indiana, has worked out an 
arrangement whereby the School 
Board pays the salary of a children’s 
librarian for the Public Library 
Branch and pays for books at the 
ratio of $1.00 per pupil for each child 
using the Branch. The Public Li- 
brary selects the books, orders, cata- 
logs and circulates them. The vol- 
umes thus purchased are marked as 





school property and are held in | 


custody by the Library Board. The 
records are so kept that an inven- 
tory can be taken at any time. 


After the first year a certain ratio, 5 
about one-fourth, of the total amount 


is put aside for rebinding. 

The general understanding as to the 
type of books to be purchased with 
the school fund and with the library 
funds is: 

From the school funds provide 

Primers and readers and other 
books used for practice work 
in silent reading. 

Factual books to support school 
subjects. 

From the library funds provide 

General, all round collection of 


books in every branch of liter- ~ 


ature, these to be chosen pri- 


marily to give opportunity for 3 
reading which is free from the 7 
constraint of assigned tasks | 


and duty. 


Inasmuch as emphasis is being 4 
placed upon training a child during ~ 


school years to learn to use books and 
libraries that he may continue his 
education throughout life, it would 


seem that the Gary plan of coordinat- | 


ing school and library work is 


directly in line with current educa- : 
It at least offers sug- © 
gestions of value in formulating a © 


tional methods. 


policy for Evanston which being mu- 
tually helpful to both school and li- 
brary aids each to fulfill its primary 
function that of educating for all 
round citizenship. 


ee Oa 








Jan 
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COMPARATIVE STATISTICS OF PUBLIC LIBRARIES IN ILLINOIS. 


1914 1926 

PIO GE BONED. osc cceccccccevcnccsosessss 5,638,591 6,485,280 
Population with access to libraries............. 3,568,155 5,097,684 
Population with no access to libraries............ 2,070,436 1,387,606 
Cities, towns, villages without libraries........ 938 857 
Population for libraries reporting............. 3,477,188 5,068,202 
Total tax supported or endowed libraries....... 176 251 
Total tax supported or endowed libraries re- 

ti tknettasesiesedetneaskeenese 153 238* 
City, town and village libraries............... 146 200 
es nace ncebenke ees ehe th dade ee 29 50 
Cc cinccbenehebandaneseeeneese scndaene 1 
EE I, cen ccc eenagedaeeebhea tase 11 10 
Association libraries (no permanent income).... 33 59 
Toetel wobmenas te TRCRTIOR. .. cc ccccccccsseces 1,815,745 4,577,377 
Total volumes circulated..............eeee00: 7,257,293 21,058,478 
Circulation per capita, libraries reporting...... 2.1 vol 4.2 vol. 
Cireulation per capita, for state............... 1.2 vol. 3.2 vol. 
Total expemditures. .....cccccccccccscccessss sQteapetue $2,966,989.92 
Expenditures per capita, libraries reporting... 23 59 
Expenditures per capita, for state............. 14 46 
Libraries spending per capita less than 50c.... 130 73 
Libraries spending per capita between 50c-$1.00 20 126 
Libraries spending per capita over $1.00....... 3 39 


Figures do not include Chicago Reference Libraries. 
*The other 13 libraries have not yet received their first tax income. 


How Cities of Illinois with Populations Between 30,000 and 100,000 


Spend Their Incomes. 


Average 


; expenditure 

Department of Government per capita Minimum Maximum 
SESE Spenser eyes ape er ny een ey oe $24.11 $16.84 $43 .05 
General government .............. 1.66 1.12 2.27 
EES rE 4.31 2.55 7.84 
Conservation of health............ 43 .12 1.18 
CD asc eae wkGk oaanb aa eee’ 1.27 .42 2.93 
ea ay Sew eaa awe 2.04 .98 3.46 
I, ie Sree ea. Ct Se 17 .03 1.75 
EE i eae eee oa aes oe 12.49 9.36 22.40 
ee at ea a .43 21 .85 
OS re nr nD .92 .12 1.74 
SEE OE AOI ETS .38 .09 .75 
*Publie service enterprises......... 2.66 .03 6.15 





*Not included in total. 





The above table, which includes the 
average per capita cost to the cities 
of Peoria, Rockford, East St. Louis, 
Springfield, Cicero, Decatur, Oak 
Park, Evanston, Joliet, Aurora, Rock 
Island, Quincy, Danville, Moline and 
Elgin offers an interesting comparison 





for cities near the same class. The 
same amounts are spent for conserva- 
tion of health and libraries. That for 
libraries is less than one-half the 
amount spent for recreation, and 
about one-thirtieth for schools.  Li- 
brary expenditures show less range of 
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variation than any department. In 
nine departments the maximum 
amounts were in each case those of 
Evanston, while the minimum 
amounts were shared about equally 
by Rock Island, Danville and East St. 
Louis. The averages were computed 
from figures of the Bureau of the 
Census for the fiscal year of 1925 as 
given in The American City Maga- 
zine for March and April of 1927. 


ILLINOIS BLUE BOOK. 


The Illinois Blue Book is issued an- 
nually by the office of the Secretary 
of State. Under the supervision of 
Louis L. Emmerson, the present 
Secretary of State, the book has 
grown in volume and importance. It 
has been made to include a number 
of historical and statistical articles 
which prove of great value in refer- 
ence work on Illinois. The Library 
Extension Division is continually in- 
debted to its pages for information on 
such typical questions as the follow- 
ing: the progress of hard road con- 
struction ; the advance of the forestry 
movement; beauty spots; names of 
congressmen and their districts; state 
nicknames, flowers and wmottoes; 
principal industries; agricultural 
statistics, institutions; local news- 
papers and periodicals, and others. 
In addition to such general informa- 
tion, the book contains a number of 
outstanding articles, among which are 
the historical survey by the Honorable 
David E. Shanahan covering the 
period of his service in the Illinois 
General Assembly and the biographi- 
eal reminiscences of former Governor 
Joseph W. Fifer. 

Copies of the Illinois Blue Books 
are distributed without charge to any- 
one who makes the request direct to 
the Secretary of State. 


PULITZER PRIZES. 

The Pulitzer prizes for 1926 have 
been awarded as follows: 

Novel—‘‘ Early Autumn’’ by Louis 
Bromfield prize, $1,000. 

Play—‘‘In Abraham’s Bosom’’ by 
Paul Green, prize, $1,000. 

Poetry—‘‘Fiddler’s Farewell’’ by 
Leonora Speyer, prize, $1,000. 
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Biography—‘‘ Whitman’”’ by Emory 
Halloway, prize, $1,000. 

History of U. S.—‘Pinckney’s 
Treaty,’’ by Samuel Flagg Bemis, 
prize, $2,000. 

Journalism—Canton Daily News, 
prize, gold medal. 

The medal was given to the Canton 
Daily News of Canton, Ohio, ‘‘for the 
most interested and meritorious pub- 
lie service rendered by any American 
newspaper during the year.’’ It will 
be remembered that the editor, Don 
R. Mellet, was assassinated in the fight 
which this paper made against the 
criminal element in that city. 


THE MODEL TOWN LIBRARY* 
Has 


Income of $1.00 per capita (mini- 
mum). 


Circulation of 5 books per capita. 


One assistant for every 20,000 books 
circulated. 


Expends 


50% of its income for salaries. 
25% for books and periodicals. 
10% for binding and supplies. 
15% for maintenance. 


Offers 
Trained service. 
Carefully selected books. 


Extension service through branches 
and deposits. 


Cooperation with schools, clubs and é 
all other community interests. : 
Is Yours a Model Town Library? | 


*Poster prepared for the Model Town Ex- 
position, Boston, by the Massachusetts Divi- 
sion of Public Libraries. 


OAK PARK SCHOLARSHIP. 


Miss Kathryn Attwood of Oak 
Park, who was awarded the 1926 
Hutchinson scholarship for library 
training is now a student at the Car- 
negie Library School, Pittsburgh. 

The bequest of William A. Hutch- 
inson, a former postmaster of Oak 
Park, provided ten thousand dollars, 
the income from which to be used 
only to assist young girls, residents 
of Oak Park and dependent in whole 





January-April, 1927] 


or in part upon their own earnings, 
to obtain a library education. 

The first award was made in 1923 
and was given jointly to Marian 
Rawls and Frances Christensen. The 
following year Helen Bagley, librar- 
ian of the Oak Park Public Library 
received the scholarship. 

The Trustees of the Scoville Insti- 
tute are custodians of the Hutchinson 
Fund and make the awards. 
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BOOKS ADDED TO THE INTER- 
NATIONAL MIND ALCOVE. 


The New Japanese Womanhood, 
Allen K. Faust. 
Lanterns, Junks and Jade, Samuel 
Morrill. 

Rainbow Countries in Central 
America, Wallace Thompson. 


Cargoes and Harvests, Donald Cul- 
ross Peattie. 





GIFTS. 


Ashton. Through the bequest of 
Nathan A. Petrie, an Ashton banker 
since 1869, the town is to receive 
$100,000 for a library and commun- 
ity building. Mr. Petrie gave a like 
amount for a library at Parish, 
Oswego County, New York, as well as 
a number of other generous bequests. 
The site for the Ashton library Mr. 
Petrie purchased a year ago. 

Chester. Mr. C. B. Cole, Presi- 
dent of the Cole Milling Co., is erect- 
ing as a gift to the city, a library 
building at an approximate cost of 
$50,000. 

Dwight. Mrs. L. A. McCusker 
and Mrs. Phillip Wilson, former 
Dwight residents, sent the public 
library $100 for book fund. 


Kewanee. The public library has 
received $100 as a gift from the 
Woman’s club, $14 from the Fort- 
nightly club, and a box of fine new 
books from the Exchange club. 


LaGrange. The Public Welfare 
Association has given the public li- 
brary $1,000 as an appreciation of 
the courtesy of holding its meetings 
in the public library. 


Milledgeville. The Double H Club 
gave the library ten dollars for books. 


Oregon. From a friend and pa- 
tron a gift of $50 to the public library 
for books. 

Ottawa. The Woman’s Club has 
presented the Reddick’s library $25 
for books for the rental collection. 





NEW LIBRARIES. 


Dwight. 
building, the gift of the woman’s club 
to the city was dedicated in October, 


The new $10,000 library 


1926. The village held a special elec- 
tion, voting a 1.8 mills tax for its 
maintenance, and elected a library 
board. The book collection was elassi- 
fied and the proper records made 
with the assistance of Ella Hodges, 
field visitor from the Library Exten- 
sion Division. Mrs. Clyde L. Martin 
has been appointed librarian. 


Homewood. The village voted on 
April 19th for a 1.8 mills village li- 
brary tax. For several years a pub- 
lic library has been maintained by the 
local woman’s club and supported by 
the income from the publication of the 
village newspaper. 


Lake Bluff. Ella Hodges, field 
visitor of the Library Extension 
Division, reorganized the library, 
classifying the books and making all 
proper records, the first of March. 
The library was established on a 1.8 
mill tax basis last fall. The book 
collection contains between three and 
four thousand volumes. Mrs. Ethel 
Bowen is the librarian. 

Lawrenceville. The township 
voted at the November election to in- 
erease the library tax rate for the 
township from 1.3 mills to 1.8 mills. 
674 votes were cast for the increase 
and 289 against it. 

LeRoy. The new $60,000 Crum- 
baugh library was dedicated January 
1, 1927. The building was made pos- 
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sible by the bequest of J. T. and E. J. 
Crumbaugh. The Spiritualist Church 
was joint legatee and the building in- 
cludes a room which is designed espe- 
cially for the use of the church. Miss 
Clara Kline has been made librarian. 

Moweaqua. A 1.8 mills tax for 
village library was voted April 12, 
1927. 

Princeville. April 19th the vil- 
lage voted a 1.8 mills tax for a li- 
brary. 


Riverside. The village voted a 


library tax of 1.8 mills April 19, 1927. 
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Western Springs. The library was 
formally opened to the public March J 
1st. The library is housed on the 
ground floor of a conveniently located 
store building, with a fine big display 
window. The library opened with 
1,000 well selected volumes, which 
have been classified and all records 
completed save the dictionary catalog. 
Ella Hodges from the Library Exten- 
sion Division assisted in the organiza- 7 
tion. Mrs. D. K. Shore has been 
made librarian. 





NEW LIBRARY BUILDINGS. 


Bloomington. The remodeling of 
the Withers library has been com- 
pleted. One wall was extended suf- 
ficiently to permit another row of 
book stacks; windows were raised 
so that books could be shelved un- 
derneath; partitions were removed 
to enlarge the art and children’s 
rooms. It is estimated that the build- 
ing will accommodate the growth of 
the library for the next fifty years. 
The interior has been entirely re- 
decorated, a new lighting system has 
been installed, and in place of shades 
and awnings, all the windows have 
beautiful hangings which add so 
much to the general attractiveness. 

The cost of remodeling has been 
about $60,000 and was_ secured 
through a special tax spread over 
several years. 


Carbondale. The former Episco- 
pal church has been purchased and 
is being remodeled for the public 
library. The reading rooms and de- 
livery desk will oceupy the main 
floor. The lower floor will have a 
general assembly room which may be 
used for community meetings as well 
as for the children’s story hour. 

Chester. Mr. C. B. Cole, Presi- 
dent of the Cole Milling Co., and for 
many years an interested and most 
civic minded citizen of Chester, is 
furnishing the entire capital for the 
new library building to be erected in 
Chester this spring. The site which 
is very centrally and beautifully lo- 


eated was purchased by the citizens 
who have voted to call the library 
the Cole Memorial Library. The city 
council has appropriated the maxi- 
mum tax of 1.8 mills for the main- 
tenance of the library. 


East St. Louis. The library has 
been moved and is now located in 
the old Elks building which was 
purchased by the city for the library. 
It was formally opened February 
5th. The building lent itself easily 
to the new arrangement, few changes 
in partitions were necessary to make 
over the interior into a very attrac- 
tive library, with room for growth 
for many years. The building is lo- 
eated on a corner with entrances 
from both streets and a special out- 
side entrance to the children’s room, 
which is on the lower floor. The in- 
crease in the use of the library in 
this short time indicated the favor- 
able location for the library. 


Farmer City. The Public Library 
Association purchased the building 
which has been used for the post- § 
office for ten years and has given it 
to the city for the library building. 
The association has been accumulat- 
ing funds for many years and has 
had two bequests of $2,000 and $2,- 
600, which makes possible the pur- 
chase. Through the efforts of this 
association the library which is now 
housed in the city hall, was estab- 
lished by tax support in 1914. 
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Winnetka. 18,000 volumes 
erowded into space intended for 
10,000 volumes is the condition of 
the public library. Plans have been 
drawn for enlarging the building 
which will be adequate for a conserv- 
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ative estimate of the growth of the 
village over a period of many years. 
The plans call for an approximate 
cost of $75,000. It is hoped to meet 
it with a bond issue. 





LIBRARY NOTES. 


Abingdon. A folk lore trip around 
the world, with folk-songs and stor- 
ies to fit into the program of each 
country, has been the delightful ex- 
perience of the little people attend- 
ing the public library story hours. 
Under the plan of travel the children 
were given a glimpse into the lives 
and customs of their little foreign 
friends in a method which was as 
instructive as it was pleasant. The 
library has somewhat recently added 
a juvenile department and reports 
splendid progress with the children. 

Aledo. Village records of Swed- 
ona, once a thriving town and three 
years ago disorganized, have been 
deposited by Attorney General Carl- 
strom in the public library for safe- 
keeping. In future years these docu- 
ments will have historic value and 
interest. The village was abandoned 
because of declining population 
which made the burden of mainten- 
ance upon its residents too heavy. 


Argo. A tag day for the benefit 
of the public library was recently 
in the city. Each person 
tagged was asked to contribute a 
small sum for the purchase of new 
books for the library. 

Austin. Three reading clubs, with 
a membership of 150 children, have 
started their work for the spring 
semester. The advanced clubs are 
studying library classification and 
use of the catalog in which splendid 
progress is being made. 

Berwyn. The public library has 
been moved from the community hall 
to a one-room store building on Oak 
Park Avenue. The new location is 
nearer the center of the city and 
accessible by bus, street car and ele- 
vated service from all the outlying 
parts of the community. 


Bradford. Proceeds from the mo- 
tion picture ‘‘Abraham Lincoln’’ 
sponsored by the Woman’s league 
were given to the public library to 
decrease the existing debt of $500. 


Cairo. The portrait of Mrs. Anna 
B. Safford, donor of the Cairo Public 
Library, has recently been hung in 
Library hall. The portrait came as 
the gift of Miss Mary Halliday, a 
prominent artist, formerly of Cairo, 
and is a companion portrait to that 
of Mr. Safford, in whose name the 
library was given as a memorial. 
Appropriate ceremonies attended the 
unveiling of the portrait. 


Carthage. The 33d anniversary of 
the origin of the public library was 
observed in March with a birthday 
cake containing thirty-three candles 
and a program fitting to the occa- 
sion. 


Clinton. The unveiling of the Ves- 
pasian Warner tablet in the Ves- 
pasian Warner Library was marked 
by a ceremony and reception in the 
library. The tablet was placed in 
the library as a memorial to the late 
Mr. Warner, the donor of the library 
site and building. 


Decatur. By resolution of the 
board the library has dropped the 
‘‘Free’’ from its title and will hence- 
forth be known as ‘‘The Decatur 
Publie Library.’’ 


An interesting collection of books, 
both classed and fiction, written by 
Decatur authors, has been on dis- 
play in the library. 


El Paso. Proceeds from an inter- 
esting picture exhibit held in the 
public library are to be used for the 
purchase of reference books in the 
library. 
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Elmhurst. The annual report 
shows a total circulation of 50,019 
volumes, of which 25,512 were juve- 
nile and 24,507 adult books. The 
total book collection consists of only 
6,431 volumes. 

Evanston. The opening of one 
new branch and provision for an- 
other, is the record of activity in 
the Evanston Publie Library for the 
past year. Miss Wright, librarian, 
has estimated that forty per cent of 
the 60,000 people in the city draw 
books for use at home, together with 
many others who use books and mag- 
azines at the library. 

Galva. The year’s report shows 
a per capita circulation for the 
township library of 7.2 books. Nine 
rural schools were served with spe- 
cial collections of books. 

Glen Ellyn. Friends of the library, 
a group of women and men inform- 
ally organized to sponsor financial 
aid for the publie library, are hop- 
ing to raise $500 for the library. The 
library finds the maximum rate of 
1.8 mills insufficient. 

Herrin. A tag day sponsored by 
the Woman’s club was held for the 
purpose of raising funds to buy chil- 
dren’s books for the publie library. 
The Camp Fire Girls assisted in the 
work. 

Hinsdale. The library has re- 
cently held a display of books on 
child welfare purchased from the 
Elizabeth McCormick Memorial 
fund. 

Jacksonville. During the year the 
publie library has added book serv- 
ice to the hospitals. In this work it 
is aided by the postoffice’s monthly 
gifts of magazines not deliverable to 
their addresses. 

Joliet. The Illinois Academy of 
Fine Arts exhibited its collection of 
paintings by Illinois artists in the 
publie library. Many of the artists 
exhibiting attended the opening re- 
ception. 

Lawrenceville. The Township pub- 
lie library has been able to secure a 
large room on the first floor of a 
business block and has moved into 
it. While the library has always 
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had good patronage it is expected 
that this move from second to first 
floor location will see a large in. 
crease in the use of the library. 


Marion. A series of monthly book 
review teas at the Marion Carnegie 
Library constituted part of the plan 
which won for the local Women’s 
club the national $50 first prize for 
the best plans submitted for the 
year’s promotion of children’s read- 
ing in the community. The contest 
was conducted by the General Fed- 
eration of Women’s Clubs. A Japan- 
ese, Chinese, and a biography book 7 
review tea have been held, with ap- 
propriate setting and reviews given 
by authorities upon their respective 
subjects. Another part of the win- 
ning plan was the all-the-year story 
hour which is being very successfully 
conducted in the library each week. 


Mattoon. The auditorium of the 
public library has been converted 
into a museum housing the Lawson 
Indian collection. Cases for the rel- 
ies have been pledged by the D.A.R. 
Chapter. 

Maywood. A reading room for 
the use of the Proviso township high 
school students has been provided 
at the public library through the re- 
arrangement of other departments 
in the library. This new room con- 
tains all of the books, maps and 
reference material necessary to the 
pupils and affords them a pleasant, 
quiet place for study. The children’s 
department has been moved to a 
more desirable location on the lower 
floor, which redecoration and new 
equipment has helped to make very 
attractive. These improvements in- 
spired a very fine editorial in a local 
paper for the constructive work of 
Mrs. Southward, the librarian. 

Mendota. Bi-weekly meetings 
have been held at the library for | 
book lovers interested in the discus- 
sion of good books. The group is 
open to anyone who finds pleasure in 
a discussion and review of liter- 
ature. 

The music and art departments of 
the Woman’s club gave the public 
library ten dollars for books. 
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Moline. 169,475 volumes were cir- 
culated during the year, or 25,065 
per member of the staff and 4.6 books 
per capita. A new station with 600 
volumes was opened in South Moline 
town hall. 

The public libraries of Moline, 
Rock Island, and Davenport, lowa, 
are making a co-operative list of the 
technical books in the three libraries. 
A eopy of the list is to be filed in 
each library in order to offer a more 
centralized system of research for 
industrial men. 


Monmouth. The first branch 
school library of the Warren County 
Free Public Library has lately been 
opened in a rural school far the ac- 
commodation of pupils and adults in 
the neighborhood. The books are 
issued by the teacher of the school 
and the Parent-Teacher’s Association 
is responsible for their care. If this 
service proves sufficiently successful, 
libraries will be placed in other rural 
schools. The Warren County Library 
has had for some years twelve well- 
established branch libraries, one in 
each township of the county. 


Mt. Sterling. The city library is 
the only library in Brown County. 
Several years ago the referendum 
vote for a county library system 
failed by just one vote. Later the 
county supervisors appropriated a 
small sum to the city library for 
which the people of the county were 
given free use of the library. The 
registration shows 1032 city readers 
and 942 county readers. 

Oak Park. The public library has 
reduced the fines on over-due adult 
books from three to two cents. Chil- 
dren’s books also draw two cent 
fines. The hours of opening the 
north branch have been increased to 
every afternoon and evening, except 
Sunday, in place of three evenings. 
This is due to the steadily increasing 
use of the library. 

Peoria. New shelves, with a ca- 
pacity of 14,000 volumes, have been 
installed in the new musie and art 
rooms on the third floor of the main 
library. Contracts have also been 
awarded for the improvement of the 
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Lineoln branch library. The cireu- 
lation for the year reached 521,595, 
or 55,000 more than last year. 


Rockford. The trustees of the 
public library in its budget for the 
library for 1927 is asking the city 
council for $73,608, which includes 
$10,500 for books and periodicals 
and $36,340 for salaries. 

Rushville. A benefit for the pub- 
lic library was sponsored by the Fed- 
eration of women for the purpose of 
raising funds for book purchase. The 
library has had heavy equipment ex- 
penses lately, new roof and new fur- 


nace, and is much in need of added 
funds. 


Springfield. A new technical room 
has been opened in the main library, 
in the room which was formerly the 
children’s room. The second branch 
of the Lincoln library has been 
opened for the purpose of serving the 
south districts of the city. The new 
branch has been opened with a book 
stock of 3,000 carefully selected new 
volumes, a special children’s depart- 
ment, reading room and club room. 
The first branch of the library was 
opened a year ago for the service of 
patrons on the north side of the city. 
For many years the public schools 
have served as distributive stations 
for community service. 


Sterling. A new feature of serv- 
ice at the public library is the circula- 
tion of books and periodicals among 
the hospital patients. The books are 
taken to the hospital each week and 
are displayed for each patient to make 
his own selection. 


Urbana. Sixty members of the 
University of Illinois Library school 
classes made their biennial trip to 
Chicago for inspection of book houses 
and libraries in the city. One day 
was spent in visiting the branch li- 
brary system of Evanston. 


Sullivan. A new stack of shelving 
has been added at the public library 
to relieve the overcrowded condition 
of the books and will permit a better 
arrangement of the children’s section. 


Warsaw. A revival of interest in 
the public library was created by a 
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series of entertainments during a 
week designated as Library Week. 
The various programs included spe- 
cial features for juvenile day, teach- 
ers and students day, patrons and 
parent-teachers day, gift day, and a 
day particularly for board members. 
Much interest was shown throughout 
the week and the plan was found very 
successful. 


Wheaton. A book parade was re- 
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cently held in Library hall, in which 
the guests attired themselves to repre- 


sent book titles. A program followed 
the awarding of the prize for the best 
‘“volume.’’ 


Wilmette. Arbor day was ob- 
served by Boy Scout troops by a tree 
planting ceremony at the public li- 
brary. Two trees were planted on 
the grounds. 





PERSONALS. 


Mrs. Anna Bowton, librarian of the 
John Mosser Library, Abingdon, ad- 
dressed the local Rotary Club on the 
subject of the public library on 
March 12th. 


Winifred Bright, children’s li- 
brarian of the Wilmette public li- 
brary, led the discussion on books 
suitable as gifts for children at a 
meeting of the Logan-Howard Pre- 
school circle. 


Earl W. Browning, librarian of the 
Peoria public library has addressed 
the Kiwanis and Lions clubs, Peoria 
social workers club, and the Parent- 
Teacher associations of two local 
schools, on the subject of books and 
the relation of the library to the 
various organizations. He has also 
been elected President of the Book- 
lovers’ Fellowship. 


Nelle Carrithers, formerly a teacher 
in the city schools, is now filling the 
position of librarian of the Fairbury 
public library, to which she was ap- 
pointed in February. Miss Carrithers 
sueceeds Mildred McCormack, who 
was married to E. B. Gibson and will 
make her home in Boston. 


Helen Clears, former assistant li- 
brarian of the Kewanee public library, 
has accepted the position of librarian 
to sueceed Miss Harriet Turner, re- 
cently appointed to a position in the 
Des Moines public library. Miss 
Turner had been librarian in the 
Kewanee library since 1920. 


Mildred Crew, formerly librarian 
of the Highland Park public library, 
has just returned from a five months 


cruise around the world. From time 
to time Miss Crew wrote letters to 
the English students of the Murphys- 
boro township high school, telling of 
some of the interesting things she 
saw. 


Hortense Eggman has been ap- 
pointed librarian of the Taylorville 
public library, where she succeeds 
Miss Aline Emery, who recently re- 
signed. Miss Eggman is a graduate 
of the University of Illinois, and the 
St. Louis public library school. 


Adolph L. Fruechtenicht of Elgin, 
for twenty-seven years assistant li- 7 
brarian in the Gail Borden public 
library, died in Chicago on January | 
16 following an operation for acute — 
appendicitis. 


Martha Hays, former student at 
the Western Reserve library school, 
and cataloger of the Virginia, Min- 7 
nesota public library, has recently as- 7 
sumed the duties of librarian at the 
Hinsdale public library. Miss Hays 
fills the vacancy caused by the resig- 
nation of Miss Dorothy Hayes, who is — 
now engaged in school library work 7 
at Crane College, Chicago. Miss | 
Warren, the assistant librarian, has 7 
also resigned after a long period of 7 
faithful service. 


Dorothy Hiatt has been appointed 
children’s librarian at Jacksonville, 
following the vacaney occurring 7 
through the resignation of Miss 
Catherine Meier who has gone to a 
position in Davenport. Miss Hiatt, a 
Butler graduate, is from Indianapolis, | 
Indiana, and has had several years 
experience in library work. 
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Ethel Kratz, librarian of the 
Champaign public library, gave a 
talk at the Parent-Teacher’s meeting 
upon the subject ‘‘Books for chil- 
dren.”’ 


Effie A. Lansden, librarian of the 
Cairo public library, spoke before the 
Woman’s club on a library round- 
about pilgrimage, telling of the places 
visited in the tour given the delegates 
to the American Library association 
convention held in Atlantic City and 
Philadelphia, at which there were 
representatives from twenty-seven 
foreign countries. Miss Lansden took 
her audience with her to the many 
beautiful and historic spots she visited 
and made them too feel the thrill as 
she felt it in viewing such hallowed 
places as Lincoln’s monument, and 
that of the Unknown Soldiers in 
Washington, D. C. She particularly 
dwelt on the libraries, some of the 
outstanding ones being Princeton, the 
ones in Providence, Hartford, Chi- 
eago, and others. 


Mrs. Walter Lyman has presented 
the Downers Grove public library 
with an eight-volume set of Luther 
Burbank’s writings, which she in- 
tends to make the first of a series of 
gifts to build up a collection in 
memory of her husband, to be known 
as ‘‘The Walter Campbell Lyman Na- 
ture Collection.”’ Mr. Lyman had 
been interested in the growth of the 
library since its earliest days and the 
memorial is planned to perpetuate the 
part he had in its development. 


Mrs. A. T. Markillie has been ap- 
pointed librarian of the Winchester 
public library. 


Mrs. Litta Haise Martin, librarian, 
and Miss Clara Hobbs, assistant, are 
in charge of the new Dwight public 
library which opened for circulation 
the last of January. 


Carl H. Milam, secretary of the 
American Library Association, has 
been appointed a Knight of the Royal 
Order of Vasa, by the king of Sweden, 
in recognition of the valuable assist- 
ance rendered and the courtesy shown 
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to Isak Collijn, chief librarian, Royal 
Library, Stockholm, delegate from the 
Government to the A. L. A. at At- 
lantic City in October, 1926. 


Ruth Montgomery has accepted the 
position as cataloger of the Peoria 
public library. 


Mrs. E. B. Murray, DeKalb public 
librarian, has been granted a three 
months leave of absence because of a 
much needed rest. Mrs. Murray has 
been librarian since the library was 
opened in 1893. 


_Mae Murray, for years the assistant 
librarian of the Galesburg public 
library, died in December. 


Georgia S. Osborne, Springfield, 
formerly assistant librarian is now 
librarian of the Illinois State His- 
torical library by appointment of the 
Board of the State Historical Society. 
Miss Osborne is richly deserving of 
this position through her many years 
of efficient service under Mrs. Weber, 
the former librarian whose death oc- 
curred last spring. Miss Osborne has 
won recognition for her writings on 
Lincoln and for her splendid work in 
the placing of the Illinois State His- 
torical Library exhibit in the Ses- 
qui Centennial exhibition at Phila- 
delphia last fall. Juliet J. Sagar, 
head eataloger, has succeeded to the 
position of assistant librarian. 


Mary Robb succeeds Mrs. A. C. 
Smith as librarian of the Marengo 
public library. 


Carl B. Roden, chief librarian of 
the Chicago public library, gave a 
radio talk from WGN April 21, on 
the public library and its service. 


Mrs. John Schwemm, president of 
the library trustees of Barrington, 
spoke before the local civic league on 
the question of the village library. 
All civie organizations were repre- 
sented at the meeting. 


James Shaw, librarian of the 
Aurora public library, died at his 
home on February 24, at the age of 
87 years. 
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Mr. Shaw had been librarian since 
the library was established in 1884. 
In 1888 he was made circuit court re- 
porter with the unanimous recom- 
mendation of the Kane county bar. 
From that time he gave half of his 
time to his court reporting and half 
to the library until 1922 he resigned 
his court work so that he could give 
all his attention to the library. 

No man in Kane county knew 
more of the history of Aurora, and 
particularly the history of the many 
and brilliant lawyers and jurists over 
nearly half a century. Mr. Shaw, in 
his later years, devoted his time to 
writing memoirs of interesting events 
which transpired at the court house 
in Geneva. His articles were schol- 
arly and polished masterpieces of dic- 
tion. He frequently was called upon 
to both make addresses and introduce 
prominent speakers. He presided at 
the Lincoln day banquet at the Union 
League club two weeks before his 
death. 


Mrs. Dwight Shore is the librarian 
of the Western Springs library which 
opened in February. Mrs. Shore is 
an Iowa University graduate and a 
former member of the staff of the 
public library at Iowa City. 


Mary Stewart, librarian of the St. 
Charles public library, recently ad- 
dressed the mother’s club of the city 
upon the subject, ‘‘Books for chil- 
dren of the pre-school age.’’ 


Robert J. Usher, Reference Librar- 
ian of the John Crerar Library, Chi- 
cago, on June 1 becomes librarian of 
the Howard Memorial Library, New 
Orleans, succeeding the late William 
Beer. 

Mr. Usher was an assistant in the 
library of the University of Wis- 
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consin, 1904-08; Assistant Reference 
Librarian of the John Crerar Library, 
1909-14; Superintendent of Circula- 
tion, Library of the University of 
California, 1914-17. In 1917 he re. 


turned to the John Crerar Library as — 


reference librarian and has since filled 
that position. 


Sadie Wilcox, librarian, gave the 
address for the library day program 
of the Mendota Woman’s club. 


Anne Whitmack, city librarian, ad- 
dressed the Wilmette business and 
professional woman’s club. 


Alice Williams of the Moline public 


library broadcasted a review of Wal- 


pole’s, Harmer John, on a radio pro- 


gram sponsored by the Iowa federa- 


tion of women’s clubs. 


Miss Martha Wilson, librarian of 
the Lincoln library, Springfield, has 
received a letter from the librarian of 
a college library in Japan asking for 


permission to translate into Japanese, | 


her School library management. 


Miss Wilson is a recognized author- . 
ity on high school library administra- 
Her manual is now in its | 


tion. 
fourth edition. 


Mrs. Flora B. Winger, librarian of ~ 
the Mercer township public library, ~ 
addressed the Aledo Kiwanis club ~ 
upon the subject, ‘‘The value of the — 


library to the community.’’ 


J. Lyon Woodruff, librarian of the 4 
East St. Louis public library spoke © 


before the high school chapel as- 


sembly upon the greater opportunities 4 
the public library would afford the ~ 
pupils in its new location in the old | 


Elk’s building. 
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